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In terms of access by the general public, medicines for distribution are classified into two main categories: 

· Medicines subject to medical prescription. 

· Over-the-counter medicines (that is, medicines not subject to medical prescription). 

Prescription drugs

Medicines are classified as "subject to medical prescription" if any of the following are applicable:

· They are likely to present a danger (directly or indirectly) even when used correctly, if utilised without medical supervision.

· They are frequently and to a very wide extent used incorrectly, and as a result are likely to present a direct or indirect danger to human health.

· They contain substances or preparations thereof, the activity and/or adverse reactions of which require further investigation.

· They are normally prescribed by a doctor.

Medicines subject to medical prescription can be further classified as: 

Medicines subject to a renewable medical prescription. These are medicines that address specific diseases or prolonged treatments that may, in compliance with safety in their use, be acquired more than once, without requiring a new medical prescription (as the original medical prescription, contains two identical copies, which can be used within a period of six months).

Medicines subject to a special medical prescription. These are medicines that meet one of the following criteria: 

· the medicinal product contains, in a non-exempt quantity, a substance classified as a narcotic or a psychotropic substance within the applicable legislation; 

· the medicinal product is likely, if incorrectly used, to present a substantial risk of medicinal abuse, or to lead to addiction or be misused for illegal purposes; or

· the medicinal product contains a substance which, by reason of its novelty or properties, could be considered as belonging to the group envisaged in the second indent as a precautionary measure.

Medicines restricted to a medical prescription, reserved for use in certain specialised areas. These are medicines that meet one of the following conditions: 

· the medicinal product, because of its pharmaceutical characteristics or novelty or in the interests of public health, is reserved for treatments which can only be followed in a hospital environment; 

· the medicinal product is used in the treatment of conditions which must be diagnosed in a hospital environment or in institutions with adequate diagnostic facilities, although administration and follow-up may be carried out elsewhere; or

· the medicinal product is intended for outpatients, but its use may produce very serious adverse reactions requiring a prescription to be drawn-up as required by a specialist and special supervision throughout the treatment.

Prescription drugs

According to Decree Law 307/2007, 31 August 2007, as last amended by Decree Law 75/2016, 8 November 2016, which governs the rules applicable to pharmacies, the sale of prescription drugs to consumers can only be made through pharmacies.

Pharmacies are subject to strict monitoring and supervision and must be registered with the Portuguese Medicine Regulatory Authority (INFARMED). Each pharmacy must have a pharmaceutical technical director and an additional pharmacist.

For pharmacies, a very serious offence to the applicable legal regime (and without prejudice to any tort, contractual or criminal liability) can be subject to misdemeanour fine of up to 20% of its annual turnover or EUR100,000 (whichever is the lower). 

A medical prescription is a written order from a doctor to a chemist that includes instruction for compounding (or preparing) and dispensing medicines to a certain patient. 
A prescription is a written, verbal, or electronic order from a practitioner or designated agent to a pharmacist for a particular medication for a specific patient.
A prescription  may be written and issued by a physician, dentist, veterinarian, or other properly licensed medical practitioner. Every country has its own standards for the minimum information required for a prescription, and its own laws and regulations to define which drugs require a prescription and who is entitled to write it. The most important requirement is that the prescription be clear. It should be legible and indicate precisely what should be given. 

A prescription should include: 
Name, address, telephone of prescriber
Date
Generic name of the drug, strength
Dosage form, total amount
Label: instructions, warnings
Name, address, age of patient
Signature or initials of prescriber
PRESCRIPTION TYPES
Prescriptions can be classified as compounded and non-compounded.

Compounded prescription, also called formula magistralis (from Latin word magister – teacher) or extemporaneous prescription is an order that requires mixing of one or more ingredients (active medicaments) with one or more pharmaceutical necessities (vehicle, suspending agent).

The Health Ministry of Ukraine has approved amendments to the rules of writing prescriptions for medicines and medical products that would allow introducing e-prescriptions.

Ministry order No. 735 dated April 18, 2018, amending rules No. 360 dated July 19, 2005, was posted on the website of the Verkhovna Rada.

“F-1 prescriptions (apart from cases of prescribing narcotic (psychoactive) medicines on the F-3 form) could be also written in the electronic form as e-prescription. The e-prescription is created, stored and transferred via the information (information-telecommunication) system,” the ministry said.

In addition, the approved changes authorize doctors who practice as individual entrepreneurs to write prescriptions.

The order also introduces a new prescription form, which should contain information on a healthcare institution or an individual entrepreneur: its name, address, the identification code from the unified public register, requisites for a medical practice license or decisions of the licensing authority on issuing this license.

At the same time, the Health Ministry said that while the e-prescription will be gradually introduced, its new form will be filled in paper. At the same time, healthcare institutions will be able to use the old paper form F-1 with the red seal “the cost is refundable” until these prescription forms are fully used.

In the new form the “the cost to be refunded” field is replaced by the “the source of funding” field, which indicates the name of a government or municipal program for preferential release of drugs. 
-  prescribing narcotic (psychoactive) medicines
signature and own stamp of physician.
During emergency prescription of a drug we write "cito!"(quickly) in upper left corner.
There are two forms of the prescriptions in Ukraine:

· F-1 

· F-3 
F-1 form:
1. For prescription drugs
Payment: Full prescription charge

It allows prescribing maximum 3 items

Validity term – 1 month

Signature of the doctor and personal seal
Not stored in the pharmacy
2. For prescription drugs and OTC-drugs which are paid part charge.   It allows prescribing only 1 item. Validity term – 1 month. Signature of the doctor and personal seal. Must be stored for 3 years expect the current year
3. For controlled drugs.   It allows prescribing only 1 item. Validity term – 1 month. The signature of the doctor and personal seal and the seal of healthcare institutions. Must be stored for 1 year expect the current year.
4. For the "Affordable Medicines".   It allows prescribing only 1 item. Validity term – 1 month. The signature of the doctor and personal seal. Must be stored for 3 years expect the current year
5. For the extemporaneous medicines

F-3 form:

For narcotic(psychotropic) drugs in pure form. It allows prescribing only 1 item. Validity term – 10 days. Signature of the doctor and personal seal. Must be stored for 5 years expect the current year, in safes 
